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N the opinion of a good many Wash-
ington admirers of Richard Mans-

field that actor Is wasting himself
artistically by playing such pieces as

Peer Gynt doubt It to a work of
high merit from the literary standpoint
but It is decidedly unsatisfactory as an
acting drawL It te too diffuse it at-

tempts to cover too much ground the
human interest m it is not great and
above all it is allegorical The fact that
Ibsen in his maturer yea made no

further assays m that line that he
quickly discovered that his genius was
not adapted to that sort of work His

were made with a very dis-

similar order of drama The basis of

this was not in any MOM romantic or
poetic but a distinctive form of hard
closewove realism The role of Peer
Gynt m the Judgment of students of
Mansfield otters the actor slight oppor-

tunity for the exercise of the talents
with which he is most liberally en-

dowed and the art which he has ac-

quired in such perfection the art of
elaborating with great nicety a wellde
fined order of artificial character which
has a strong fascination for a very largO
class of theatergoers whose taste Is
something of a pussfe to another class
Only In two or three scenes of Peer
GYM are these Mansfield qualities and
acquirements drawn on to any notable

In the earlier scenes of the play
there te a forced constrained tone to his
work that keeps it from taking hold of
those who are his most sympathetic audi-
tors when he appears in his accustomed
line of characters Perhaps Mr Mans-
field knows this himself Perhaps he real
ly believes he has found in Peer a part
pecottaHy fitted to him as has been said
by aome of the Western reviewers who
hav bee so lavish In their praise of his
work in it It is not at all uncommon
for actors to make a mistake of this kind
about themselves and their work Mr
Mansfields many excursions the
realms of the heroic drama for which In
the opinion of very competent and friend
ly critics he is peculiarly unfitted temper-
amentally and artistically indicates that
he is specially liable to these errors of
judgment But that he should go on mak
ing them notwithstanding the critics is
not so surprising atter all In view of the
very important fact that the public nocks
to see him in whatever he undertakes-

It is saM there is deep ethical signifi-
cance hi Peer Gynt This may be true
It alee nay be true that there is ethical
significance in our old spectacular friend

The Black Crook Not that it is sought
tj put the two works in the same literary
ilaxs There is undoubtedly fine thought
poetically expressed in the Ibsen allegory
Some of the earlier lines assigned to Peer
are beautiful and lofty in imagery But
the work as a whole is unfitted for stage
presentation not because it is an

though that te against it but be-

cause the author did not have the gifts
necessary to invest the allegory with
Mtrong and easily developed human inter
eat Either his allegory is too deep or
too vague The latter is probably the
real trouble And for purposes of stage
presentation the mingling of the
with the fanciful is always a grave

It is less open to objection and lees
injurious to the dramatic interest in a
pure comedy than It is in a work essen-
tially serious In import like Peer Gynt
But hi either order of dramatic structure
it to still a

whatever Mr Mansfield may think
about It there is little doubt most of his
intelligent admirers win agree in the
opinion that the role of Peer is one that
gives little play to the qualities In which-
h is strong and throws into high relief
his faults Mr Mansfields play or facial
expression Is unusually limited He has
very slight mobility of feature There is
little expression to his eye Yet in all the
first part of Peer Gynt he te supposed
to be a youth a poet a dreamer whose
facial expression should count for so much
in revealing the moods of souL

voice to strong and clear but
it to rather hard and his utterance to
monotonous On the flexibility and ex-
pressiveness of the voice much must also
depend in the interpretation of such a
character as Ibsen has made of Peer
Here again Mr Mansfield Is at a disad-
vantage he does not suffer in roles like
Beau Brummel or Baron Chevrlal

two of the scenes of Poor Gynt
intended to be of the greatest dramatic
significance Mr Mansfield Is either not
seen at all or only dimly seen These are
the scenes alter he leaves the cave of
the trolls when the voice of Boyg is
heard and on the vessel in the North

I those the actor to little more
a voice to the audience and this

fact serves to bring home strbtkingiy the
peculiar monotony of his delivery In
the first scene mentioned Peer Is sup-
posed to go through an acute attack of a
sort of psychic delirium tremens his soul
tortured by an infinity of nameless ter-
rors But in trying to convey to the audi-
ence the impression of these terrors Mr
Mansfield quite falls to Impart any va-
riety to his tone The character of Peer
in the first part of the play requires for
its embodiment and interpretation the
fire the vivacity the nimbleness the
soaring and reckless buoyancy of youth
These of course Mr Mansfield does not
possess and his simulation of them Is dis-
tinctly ineffective Simulation of deep
emotion has always been lacking In his
work It is in characters that call for
slight display of emotion he has made
his successes Therefore Ms admirers
hays a right to feel he te wasting
himself artistically la Peer Gynt But
the production seems to be a decided
popular success so no doubt the actor
will feel fully Justified In continuing to
play It

Whatever may be the outcome of the
legal fvDceedings begun New York
against the socalled theatrical trust it
is certain the initiation of the suit has
attracted widespread attention and evoked
mUCk editorial comment from the press
of the country The general drift of the
utterances to that the control now

ductlon of plays and their presentation
throughout the
thing for dramatic art and that if new
conditions are brought about either as
a rtsett of Uw matemtla of the so
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called trust or because of the growing
strength of the independent managers
despite the effort of the combination
there will be a vast Improvement in the
character of American theatrical produc
tions It is pointed out that the inde-
pendent movement has already brought
to the front several notably good plays
by hitherto unknown playwrights whose
work affords hope that in the future they
will do even better

Those plays are mostly purely American
In subject and treatment and of a

so distinctive as to Indicate that
under freer conditions there would
speedily grow up in this country a true
native school of drama One writer says
on this point A year ago there was
little on the American stage capable of
arousing intellectual interest and discus-
sion aside from the imported plays The
work of Pinero Jones and some of the
others who keep busy on the other side
of the water to seldom tacking in appeal-
to thoughful consideration This season
however the two plays contributed to
our stage by Mr Jones and Mr Pinero
have had te divide attention with the
product of several native dramatists who
until now have been in no way con-
spicuous In the field Those plays prob
ably would never have been looked at
with anything but scorn by that mana
serial coterie which has lately come under
a searching Inquiry as a peculiar specimen
of octopus by the grand Jury of New
York

Bronson Howard dean of the play
writing guild of America took a fling at
the dramatic critics in a speech before a
breakfast gathering of newspaper women
in New York the other day He hinted
rather broadly that most of the socalled
dramatic criticism of the day wa
criticism at all but mere opinion

he wasnt inclined to be too criti-
cal with the critics for he knew how It
was himself having been of that Ilk in
his yovth and constrained to learn the
gentle art of appraising the value and
deciding the fate m hat a midnight
hour of a play on which the dramatist
had expended months of thought and
labor Of course it is too bad that the
works of able experienced and consci-
entious playwrights should be Judged
hastily on the run by callow critics who
bring small experience and slight study
to their tasks and decline moreover to
take the things of the stage as
as

seriously-
as people of alt classes think they

should be taken But the number of
American playwrights of the kind Indi-

cated isnt large sad few Indeed are the
critics who venture to deal harshly with
their output The tendency is the other
way as a matter of fact The works of
the capabies and incapable in the play
writing line are apt to be treated too
indulgently and most of the critics have
given quite as deep study to the canons
of dramatic construction as have a ma-
jority of the dramatists The average
play of the day presents no problem that
requires study You know as much about
it after a first view as you would know
if you studied it through a half dozen
performances and the hurryup review
of it written after the first view Is prob-
ably as much attention as it merits In
other words the average play has no
message no deep purpose and mighty
little literary merit It is a thing of the
moment hastily thrown together in
napes that it will amuse for a few weeks

XAURICB SPIOIX

NOT FAR FROM NOWHERE-

The O lil Xorth Carolina Retreat
Whore Gillette Writes H Plays
William Gillette has three places that

he calls home One to among the
woody mountains of North Carolina an-
other his houseboat the Aunt Polly and
the third the old homestead in Hartford
Coon v Best of all Mr Gillette seems to
Uke his Brae Ridge wildwood retreat
for he built this mountain home with his
own hands unaIded by architect son
tractors masons or other artisans

It to situated in the heart of a dense
pine forest and Is without a set path or
trail by which to approach H

Mr Gillette christened it ttM Pines
and he was not far from wrong numeri-
cally and emphasIs the fact by writing
out the figures instead of spelling them
The lOSS Pines Is an ideal spot In which
to rest dream or write It Is here that
Mr Gillette doped out and wrote his
later plays

He came upon tote mountain retreat in
the beginning by accident While travel-
ing on a Southernbound train a few sea-
sons ago not caring whether the train
went or how slowly he got left at a lit-
tle station In the mountains and quickly
realized that here was a place far from
the madding crowd where he might seek
to escape from humankind after a hard
season He settled down for a while at
a little inn near by and passed his days
leisurely rambling over the adjoining
mountains breathing gratefully the deli-
cious pinescented air In one of his
strolls he came across a parcel of land
that struck his fancy mightily It was
away up on the some miles from
anywhere and not far from nowhere as
he expresses it Everything around seemed-
to breathe out H cordial welcome to the
tired actorplaywright He bought th
ground and was soon at work construct-
ing hit domicile

The house contains a great living roor
having a big open fireplace with ever
burning logs sending smoke up a huge
chimney built of rough stones The
whole dwelling is finished within to har
monise with the togcabin appearance of
the side walls and ceilings the hewing

ax and whittling of chisels and knives
everywhere being evident The chairs
bookcases bedsteads and picture frames
are rustic and were made by Mr Gil-

lette from the wood on his property-

II D Irving Returns to London-
H B Irving has returned to London

very well satisfied with hi first American
tour and resolved to come again another
year He tells the London newspaper men
that his reception was most cordial and
he found the American audiences very
discriminating and enthusiastic The
theater enters more into the lives of the
better class folk than it does in England
he said Among American young men
there Is an amazingly keen intellectual
interest in the higher aspects of the

Rebuilding the Academy
It now looks as Academy of

Mnalc would be ready for opening early
in August Mr William H Rapfey an
menaces the begteftiae of work immedi-
ately There are to be no pillars In thf
hones the satire construction being on
tile caatitevcr principle
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NOTES OF THE STAGE

Out in Toledo the city council has under
consideration an ordinance forbidding
children under sixteen from attending
theaters without their parents or other
grownup escort

Broadway rumor has it that Ala Nazi
mova the Russian actress may appear In

Cteo the play which Edwin Milton
Royle took away trout Mrs Leslie Carter
because Royle alleged site was cutting all
the fine things out of it to suit her own
acftng purposes

Charles Frohman has secured the
American rights to the piece Sarah Bern
hardt to now playing at her theater In

Paris and will have if done into English
verse by John Raphael for early produc-
tion in this country

Emma Nevadas beautiful young daugh
ter Mignon Palmer to soon to make her
debut in opera in London The girt is
said to be very talented not only as a
singer but as a composer and instrumen-
talist She has been educated In Paris
by her mother and noted professors

One New York paper has it that the
Shuberts think of having the Italian actor
Novell whom they have engaged for a
Ihort tour in this country give his per-
formances in some cities in a tout as
Bernhardt to said to have done IN Texas
when she was last in the United States

The Shuberts who control the Belasco
Theater here claim to have secured con-

trol of the Maryland Theater in Balti-
more It to now run as a highclass
vaudeville house but under the SHubert
management bext season It te expected-
It wilt be devoted to legitimate attrac-
tions

Boston theatrical managers have grown

politicians in various ways including an
excessive demand tot free paasis that
they are trying to get a Mil passed by the
legislature to establish H State board for
the licensing of theaters and public halls
The Boston authorities are opposing the
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Henry Clews the New York financier
denies absolutely the allegation of Per
nand Bernard of Part that the latter
wrote the plays that have appeared
the name of Henry Clown Jr He

son wrote both play and merely
engaged the French writer to go over
them so as to be sure the French was en
tirely correct

When Louis James reached Springfield
Ohio test Tuesday to give hat perform
anee of The Merry Wives of Windsor
be found the manager of the theater
where he thought he had been hooked to
appear bad absenttdaoetUy leased the
house for the night for a local enter-
tainment All James could da was to
make rush arrangements for a matinee

or his wife to dress expensively ac
cording to Manager R M Gultek of Pttts
burg He made the statement In his de-

fense to a suit for JSC5 brought by two
dressmakers who supplied clothing to his
wife Mrs Quack purchased the 84S
worth of dresses in one day and her hus-
band declares she did It without Ms

Lulu Glazer has made up her mind the
public dont care for her balloon play and
her hot mustard foot bath sad will dose
her season in The Aero Club at the end
of this week She has several new plays
under consideration for production No
doubt she will go back to musical comedy
or light opera like other musical people
who have tried to break into more er teas
straight comedy

In a letter to a friend In Rome Puc-
cini the composer of Madam Butterfly
who te now In New York says he te

with American cordiality with
which he te literally overwhelmed

that he would like to give a tangible
proof of how much he appreciates the
courtesy extended to him by choosing an
American subject for his new opera He
thinks that either life in the far West
or an episode of the War of Secession
will give him admirable scope

Lawrance DOrsay was seen in The
Embassy Ball test night for the last
time He will go to New York to be-
gin rehearsals in a new comedy by Cecil
Raleigh entitled Lord Doncaster The
action of the latter takes place in Madrid
during the wedding festivities of the
young king last year DOrsay will have
a more heroic part in Lord Doncaster
than ht his present play but the comedy
element will of course predominate The
new piece will be produced n public for
the first time at Hartford on March 11

Among vaudeville performers there te a
very natural fear that the formation of
one big vaudeville trust will soon be fol-
lowed by an attempt to cut salaries It Is
said one of the conditions on which Perry
G Williams was taken in by the Keith
Proctor and Hammerstein interests was
the closing of his houses in Boston and
Philadelphia This vaudeville trust it te
thus seen operates exactly like the indus-
trial trusts In shutting down places of
business whose operation might mean
competition lower prices to the public

Speaking of the proceedings against the
theatrical trust in New York Charles
Frobman told a London writer the other
day that he was looking forward with
pleasure to getting back to this side and
Joining personally in the fight After
twenty years of hard work for twelve-
months in each year and nearly twenty
four hours per day seeing and engaging
actors and presenting plays in England
and America he said I am looking

sir gladly looking forward
to the pleasure of being arrestod and

Jailed I can then be sure of doing a lit-
tle real resting

Miss Vataafca Suratt the Gibson girl
of The Belle of Mayfair company now
playing in New York discovered the
other night that one of the chorus girls
was wearing a princesse gown of the same
design as her own Miss Suratt

got her dander up and when the
curtain went down there was a scene
on the stage quite out of key with the
general tone of the performance Some
reports had it that the Irate Gibson girl
clawed the audacious chorus sir and tore
her gown but this Miss Suratt Indig-
nantly denies Anyway the chorus girl
didnt wear the offending costume a sec
ond tine
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THE WEEKS PLAY BILLS

William Gillette in Ills NeW Piny
Clarice nt the National Theater

Another Charles Frohman attraction
and of the most conspicuous and gen-

uinely meritorious and William Gillette
player and playwright come to the Na
tional Theater tomorrow evening The
play is Clarke the latest work of lr
Gillettes pen und the first he has written
since his Sherlock Holmes It has been
several seasons since Mr Gillette has
been seen in this city He has been ap-

pearing abroad in Clarice Sherlock
Holmes and Secret Service the first
named play running in London for many
weeks

Clarice te celled by some Judges mere
titan a comedy drama and Mr Gillettes
delineation of the lover te said to In

tarestmgly distinct from hie renditions of
the lover in other plays

There are six other diameters in the
cast the title role being essayed by the
diminutive Miss Marie Doro of whom
many flattering reports are heard It te
asserted she te the youngest leading lady
before the American footlights The

of the cast is allotted fr i eWe
Prince Francis Carlyle Lucille
Prank Burbeck and Stokes Sullivan

The story of Clarice narrates that
Clarice Marland Is the ward of Dr Car
rington who has brought her up from
babyhood her father having been his best
friend The opening scene shows the
doctors house in South Carolina with
the two companions working over a book
on botany The arrival of an aunt of the
girt a Mrs Trent Interrupts the work
The aunt brings a suitor for Clarices
hand one Denbelgh a young doctor Mrs
Trent recalls to Carrington that he came
South originally for pulmonary weakness
and must care for his health She art
fully secures him consent to an examina-
tion by Denbelgh who withholds his find-
ings Clarice Is being led to an accept-
ance of Denbetgh when by accident she
surprises Dr Carrington whom she loves
tearing up a rose she given him and
sobbing over it This tells her his story
She rejects Denbelghs offer of marriage-
In the second act Mrs Trout suggests to
the rejected suitor that he shall report to

that he to to die within a
year of tuberculosis This te done Car
rington thinking only of saving the girl
from Infection tends her away harshly
The startling episode that ensues leads to
the ultimate happiness of Carrington and
his ward

Guy StHTiillxK and Odette Tyler In
Tlie Love Itonto at the Bclimco

now an ambitious young engineer
runs a railroad slambang into his
sweethearts ranch in Texas against
that ladys vehement protests rips
down a barbedwire fence leads a con-
struction gang la building a practical
railroad over which a worktrain
passes la view of the audience Is shown
In The Love Route which comes to
the Belasco Theater this week The
additional facts that the ambitious
young engineer is to be portrayed by
Guy Standing and that his sweetheart
will introduce Odette Tyler in a con-
genial role will prove Interesting to
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the numerous admirers of these Wash
injrtoa favorites The play Is said to
be something worth while in the class
of Western drama which has had such
vogue lately The Love Route is
from the pen of Edward Peple who
wrote The Prince Chap His latest
effort deals with people of a virile type
and said to abound In heart Interest and
humor It Is all about a new railroad
and the nasty things railroad builders
attempt when backed by millions yet
showing bow futile their efforts were
when opposed by the determination of
a typical Southern girt assisted by her
band of cowpunchers Three of the
scenes are laid In Texas with much
local color and plenty of Western
oreasiness The girt who checkmates
the railroad men Is loved by the con-
struction engineer and on this the plot
hinges In the third net real ties aad
rails are used to construct a pr UcaI
railroad An excellent east supports Mr
Standing and Miss Tyler including Olive
May J C Marlowe H a Northrop

Thomas and Herbert Aylra-

gKcllnr IniHon aiaglolaji nt the
Columbia

Returning to this city after several
seasons absence with many new and
mystifying spectacles and illusions the
famous magician Kellar commences
his farewell engagement at the Colum-
bia tomorrow night with matinees
Thursday Friday and Saturday It Is
evident from the call for seats to wit-
ness his entertainment that thousands
of admirers whom Mr Kellar has en-

tertained during the pest forty years
re eager to bid him bon voyage on the

eve of his retirement from active life
As a fitting close to a notable career
Mr Kellar has placed on his programme
this year as the chief feature a mer
rebus disappearance act The Witch
the Sailor and the Enchanted Monkey
In this bit of fooling and mystery
which takes thirty minutes to play
seven characters take part the sketch
forming a little drama to infolding a
story of mysterious happenings to a
sailor a witch and an enchanted
gorilla numberless disappearances and
reappearances of the various characters
occurring while the play Is progressing
This novelty Is said to have created
sensation wherever presented this year
Besides this sketch Mr Keilars pro

this year will it to promised
many other novelties Mr Kellars

associate this year Paul Valadon Is an
English conjurer who played five con-
secutive years at Egyptian Hall Lon-
don

A Jny Circus ami Gypsy Opera the
Lending Features at Chases

Eight of tb greatest available attrac-
tions have been assembled for Chases
this week The list includes the
manDe Forest Company the Zingsrtj
Opera Troupe Melville Ellis Crane
Brothers Dora Martini Mullen and Coj
relit Fredo and Dare and the motion
pictures of Lady Raines the Female
Highwayman A Jay cirrus will be
presented by the ShermanDe tore

That It goes with screams of
laughter from the audience will be cred
ited when It is known that among its
special features are Billie Andros and

his fighting mule Maud with rapid Are
hind legs the Sherman and Morrissey
topsyturvy trapeze a menagerie a ring-
master cracking his whip around caper-
ing clowns and of course red lemonade
Gypsy Life a spectacular operatic
novelty will be given by the Zingari
Opera Troupe of eight under the direc-
tion of Alexander Bevan late of the
Carl Rosa English Opera Company Mel-

ville Ellis came to this country with
Florodora and made such a hit that

he has remained He gives a pianologue
that te said to be an artistic gem
Crane Brothers will offer a laugh tonic
The Mudtown Lockup

nickel Watson anti IVrotlic the At
traction nt the Majestic

Lovers of frivolity pretty girls jingling
music gorgeous costuming and elalx rate
stage settings are promised a treat this
week at the Majestic Theater where the
attraction will be those funny comedians
Blckel Watson and Wrothr In a pictur-
esque theatrical oddity entitled Tom
Dick and Harry This to said to be some
thing more than the ordinary musical
comedy offering Besides the bevy of
pretty girls with good voices the Jingling
musical numbers and beautiful ooatumes
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there Is a foolish plot to the piece which
gives the comedians greater scope in their
droll nonsense The first act is laid at
the West Point Military Academy where
the chorus appear in the dapper costumes
of the cadets and where Tom Dick and
Harry get Into grotesque predicaments
with military matters The second act

meats of the South American republics
A plug hat Is the badge of the office of
President and whoever te lucky enough

under the hat te President There will
be an extra matinee given on Washing
tons Birthday Friday in addition to the
regular Monday Wednesday and Satur
day matinees

The Man wltli the Funny Slide
Featured at the Lyceum

Tho Miss New York Jr company of
which will be at the New

Lyceum next week features that popu
lar comedian Charles J Burkhardt the
man with the funny slide This well
known company also includes many pret-
ty girls some clever comedians and a
scenic equipment that challenges com-
parison with any of its competitors

Snnilny Evening Enterlalnnicnts
At the Belasco Theater tonight will be

given another of the interesting series of
ymoods concerts which have become

so popular The programme will consist
of Illustrated songs vocal selections by
wellknown singers excellent orchestral
music and the latest motion
projected on an unusually large screen
the pictures being remarkable for their
clearness and steadiness The pictures
shown will include interesting travel
scenes comedy acts and novel and sen-
sational films imported from Prance

Frnnlc Cnldrrells Travelogues
At the Columbia Theater next Weda

day afternoon at oclock Mr Frank
Caldwell the wellknown arctic traveler
author and lecturer will deliver the first
of a series of the travelogues dealing with
the dim land beyond the Klondike

The initial travelogue will deal with the
southeastern archipelago of Alaska
known as the Land of the Totem Pole
The second travelogue Tuesday Febru-
ary at will relate entirely to the Klon-
dike the Land of Gold and the third
will concern the region beyond the Arctic
Circle and the Long Dog Trails leading
to the Bering Strait The three will be
Illustrated with pictures taken by himself
some of them snapped by the light of
the midnight sun during his long tour of
the barren north In order to more com-
pletely present his picture of the frozen
north Mr Caldwell has made arrange-
ments with EU Smith the Alaskan
muaber as mail carriers are called
to take part in the performances with
his seven dots who are Just about to
arrive ht Washington alter a transconti-
nental Journey from Nome

The Third Blniomlorf Lecture
Tomorrow afternoon at 418 Dwight Kl

mendorf will deliver the fourth of his
spring series of lectures at the National
Theater taking for his subject Scotland

The Land o Burns and Scott Glas-
gow to the starting point Traveling south
through Lanark and viewing the pic-
turesque Falls of the Clyde Ayr and a
quiet rolling country through which the

winds its wa
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are Melrose Abbey and Abbotsford The
Journey northward includes Linlithgow
and Stirling Loch Awe and Ooan The
two remaining talks of the present series
will be on Southern Norway and

The Land of the Midnight Sun re-
spectively

FEATURES AND FUTURES

Glaiioox Aliout and Ahead Local
Affairs

Maxine Elliott has bad the pleasure tote
season of playing In her native State of

for the first time since she became-
a star

Over MM copies of the acting version
of Mansfields Oral were sold
during the engagement to Washington
The were almost invaluable to
those wishing to follow the play tnteUi-
gentty

Marie Dove now for Wilt
tam Gillette m Clarice was four years
ago a mite of a toe dancer with Sam
Bernard in The Oirl from Kays Her
rise sine taking up straight dramatic
work has been phenomenal

Chinatown CharlIe which te announced
for the week of February S at the Ma-

jestic introduces the types of men and
women whom It Is easy to recognise as
frequenters of certain sections of New
York City where ponce vigilance te doSed

Seth Cabell Halsey of this city whose
ssmlburiesque impersonation of a member
of the Ways and Means Committee was a
feature of the performance of The Edu
cation of Mr Ptpp Is resting In New
York Digby Bell having closed hte Ma-
son

Postal cards for the selection of plays
to be presented by Robert Mantell and
Marie Booth Russell at the New National
Theater have been Issued by the theater
management It to the purpose to let the
patrons of the house select the Mantell
repertoire

i
Hon Greenroom Glimpses this week te
reprinted a programme of a performance
that occurred in that playhouse thirty
years ago Julian Mitchell the well
known producer and Ella Wren mother
of Eugenie Blair were In the same cast

Charles Kleins very successful play
The Lion and toe Mouse will shortly

be presented in Washington by a company
that gave it in Chicago for three months
and in Boston for twelve weeks It in-

cludes Arthur Byron Gertrude Coghlan
Malcolm Duncan Grace Theme Joseph
KIgour A S Unman Mabel Mortimer
Edith Shayne William H Burton Chris
tine Blessing Edward See Eliza Mason
P a Barrett and Ada Curry

Next week at Chases the eight polite
vaudeville diversions will begin with Julius
Singer and company in The Fifth Com-

mandment which comes direct from a-

long run In New York vaudeville Clifton
Crawford the eminent entertainer Will
Rogers thf lariat king and company
Julia Klngsley and Nelson Lewis in
After the Honeymoon Rogers and

Deely the Three Liners Fred W Mor-
ton and The Animated Statue motion
pictures are also on the bill

The Clyde Pitch comedy Her Great
Match in which Miss Maxine Elliott has
been HO successful will play a return en-

gagement at the National commencing
Monday February 25 Mtes Elliott has
surrounded herself with a strong support-
Ing company including Mr Charles
Cherry Mme Mathilde Cottrelly
Muriel Wylford Miss Suzanne Perry Miss
Gladys Morris and Mr Felix Edwards

A stump speech dealing with womens
rights which May Irwin delivers in her
new play Mrs WilsonAndrews has
made one of the hits of the performance-
It was written especially to suit Miss
Irwins style of humor and principally
deals as most womens rights speeches-
do with the oppressor man Miss Irwin
will b seen at the Columbia Theater next
week She has just finished a two months
run at the Dijon Theater New York in

Mrs WilsonAndrews
Mrs Flake and the Manhattan Company-

in The New York Idea the satirical
play in which they recently ended a suc-
cessful engagement in New York will
come to the Belasco next week The au
thor of The New York Idea s Langdon-
MItcheH who made the Becky Sharp
adaptation for Mrs Fiske His new play
is sid to be modern and amusing in tone
with a serious underlying idea Clever
dialogue and a variety of wellsketched
character types are among the merits
claimed for the play
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ON THE GOTHAM BOARDS

Ellen Perry in Heijermans Play of Dutch Fisher Life The
Good Reckoning and Other EventsHopeThc

CiunpowlntM f The VaffctncU
New York Feb II Thre new attrac-

tions were among the events of the Pt
week in theatrical history At the Em-

pire Ellen Terry appeared In The Good
Hope and Nance Oldfield at the
Berkeley Lyceum Schnltzlers German
play Llebelei under the title of The
Reckoning was well received by the
majority of the critics Tuesday evening
at the Astor Blanche Walsh in The
Straight Rod was succeeded by

Genesee of the Hills in which Edwin
Arden originally appeared in Chicago his
role now taken by Robert Drottet
and Henrietta Crosnmn began an

at the BHou In Allof Sudden
Peggy

The Good Hope te Christopher St
Johns translation of a romantic tragedy
of Dutch fishermens lives by Hetjerjnans
It te a remarkable profoundly impressive

fouract play with an unhappy ending
showing life on the coast of Holland
among the lowly fisher folk their passing

and deep sorrows as soca scenes
could be sketched and elaborated only
by a master hand

It te the life that so many Dutch paint-
ings limo with graphic touches and never
falling interest It must have bees writ-

ten with a deep purpose and as a protest
against a prevailing condition the rela-

tion of the rich smack owner to the poor
sailors who risk their lives in his service

The passions portrayed with such com-
pelling power are elemental which always
make the most direct appeal to the imagi-

nation and sympathy sad there te intro-
duced an element of grandeur in the sway
of the storm as the fishermens wives and
daughters huddle together in Kntertjes
cheerful cabin by the shore sad tell
grewsome tales of how this son and
that ones father were lost la the battle
with the sea

The whole play Is tinctured with the
atmosphere of the ocean yet it is a story
of stilllife with the sense of tragedy
engendered by Ute reaction upon the
pathetic lives of those who stay at home
and suffer the women With consum-
mate skill Heijermans mixes a homely
comedy with the profound pathos of his
play and the whole tense a moving
panorama of action and incident from
the rise of the curtain to the dose

In the concrete the story Is of a
humble widow whose two sons are loot

is compensated the his teas and consoled
by a heavy insurance while Kaiertje
Ellen Terry returns to her desolate

cabin in unspeakable misery thrice bereft
of her dear

being
engage-

ment

Joys

In a tile rotten ship tile Good
Hope by a rich emack wile
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A high degree of pathos te reached
the scene where Knfertje compels her
younger son Barend to take service
aboard the Good Hope against the boys
tearful entreaties and thus sends him to-

Ms death
Anyone who can appreciate expert work-

manship striking characterbations and
intense dramatic power with almost prod
igal resources of color and Incident can-
not fall to be profoundly affected by this
novel picture of Dutch fisher life

However here te one of those
instances where the adapter was

Justified in bringing about a happy ending
The protest which the whole play voices
against an iniquity that can taft applica-
tion only to Holland to not pertinent here
and as the play has no other ethical pur-
pose no psychological baste of universal
verity the translator was absolved from
adhering to a conclusion intended to drive
home ha lesson as a sociological problem
to those concerned

To us it can prove only an entertain
meat which it te for three engaging acts
of rare constructive interest I have not
seen in many years a play so graphic te
all the elements of invented action and all
the essentials of a nfctttreaqae life

Kniertje te an admirably drawn charac-
ter and It gave Mtes Terry opportunity

She is throughout a sailors wife cheer-
ful philosophic strong her despair has

of the stable grandeur of a ml
jostle rock hi the ocean The actress pre-

sented a noble and impressive embodiment
of hopeless resignation in the last act in
the smack owners richly furnished of-

fice where the consciousness of her be-

reavement in palefaced despair stood out
in affecting contrast to the smirking
hypocrisy of Clemens Dos who has

shipped her two sons In the rotten
timbers of his Pithing smack

To offset the involuntary depression of
this scene Miss Terry appeared at toe
conclusion of her performance in her well
known impersonation of Nance Oldfleld in
Charles Reades oneact comedy of that
name and gave a rollicMng delineation
of the actress who cures her youthful
worshiper Alexander of his
Infatuation for the queen of tragedy

LIe admirably expresses Arthur
play of philandering in which

Katherine Grey has scored a metropoUtan
hit much better than the title chosen
for it The Reckoning for it shows in
a tragic way how a seriously minded girl
now and then takes a young mans fool-

ing with her affections flirtations that
are not meant to be serious by the man
but are intensely real to the girl It to

this light trifling with love that to com-
prehended in the German title and itself
lends a lightness to the burden of the
play which it te better able to bear than
the pretentious one of The Reckoning

Yet It Is a tragedy like Mlmis love for
the artist In La Vie de Bobeme save
that matters In this instance have not
gone quite so far as in M Murgers touch-
ing story

Fritz Sommer te not a bad sort and he
has a heart to appreciate the innocence
and virgin sweetness of Christine Wehr
lag daughter of the old violinist at the
theater but he has had an affair with
a mans wife The husband has found let-

ters and interrupts a little supper In
Fritzs room with Christine the insouciant
Mitsi dashing young milliner and his
friend Theodore Kaiser The trio of
guests are ushered into an adjoining room
while Fritz faces his accuser With
mutual politeness they arrange a meeting
and the gentleman departs without mak-
ing a row

Preparations for the duel are secretly
under way Fritz at Christines
dwelling and realizes that this poor girl
loves him as nothing else on earth She
knows nothing and he tells her nothing
But he promises to call for her the next
day and take her out In the park

He never returns Theodore calls to
break the news to her two days later
The man she idolises has been killed

Schaitzler has written a great scene for
an actress with a large range of emotional
expression and Miss Grey grasped the
spirit of the situation admirably and
wrung the tears out of arid eyes by the
tenderness of her For this to the
crux of the whole desolation-
of the girl who has been considered of not
enough importance even to be asked to
the funeral Although she is ready to fol-

low him Into Ute grave and who is not

ia

10 iii thUs resources of her craft

something

9 worthy

era

It

calls

pathos
problemthe

excep-
tional

dinslay

wit-
tingly

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

informed of his fate until it fe to late
to gratify even her poor wish of looking
once more upon his face

He woe burled this morning is the
cold laconic reply I did not think you
had taken it so seriously

It was all Mebetei all fooling
the curtain taU It is on a desprrate girl
who has wrapped the tendrils of hcirt
around the memory of the man w o fell
in a duel for another woman antI
thought of her as a plaything to while
away his idle hours

Katherine Grey caught the pathos of the
moral wreckage finely and manttssed
big power in the final scene With Jist
a trifle more restraint In her crescent JOH

of passionate lamentation it could hardly
have been improved upon as a Mt of
effective and tearful acting

Other parts were well played by Phyllis
Rsnkm Mitel by Robert Conneas Thee

George Henry Trader the old
musician Albert Bruning the husband
and Sarah McVickar in the role of a
gossipy neighbor John Dean played Pelts

The piece te well staged and charmingly
presented under the stage direction of von
Seyrrertttx of the German Theater at
the Irving Square instated by Frederick
Sullivan

Lawraace DOrsay cteaes him season in
The Embassy Hair to Waaateatoa to-

night and comes direct to New York to
begin rehearsals on Monday for the pro
duction of Cecil Raleighs comedy Lord
Doncaster m which he wIll open at
Hartford on March H The scene of the
play te Madrid during the wedding fes
tivities of King Atfonso Helen Robert
son the statuesque and queenly wife of
Harry Bearimo of the Belasco cast in

Rose of the Rancbo will bo Mr
rrOreays leading woman

The theatrical world hers will watch
with intense interest the reception which
London will accord to the Sotaern
Marlowe combination when It opens Its
engagement In the British capital at th
Waldorf Theater on April 15 to the rep-

ertoire In which the costars have been
appearing in the leading cities of this
country

This interest to based upon a More or
less widespread impression that deep
seated prejudice exists in England against
American actors at least among the criti
cal fraternity of the London press and
that anything emanating from the United
States to foredoomed to failure The ex-

ceptions have been notably In cases wher
social prestige ted in making propa-
ganda for our actors and actresses Th
result of this latest invasion of London
by American players wIll doubtless have a
strong tendency to influence the reception
hi future of English players by American
critics who have been usually considerate
even of the invalids whom the English
maiiigiii have sent here The costars
dose their engagement at the Lyric her
Saturday March K and saff the following
Tueaday

When

Oily

TIM

her

dory

p

a

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

Caateo te ret for zest Tuesday afternoon
A strong list of attractions is offered in-

cluding Margaret Vaglln In an act from
The Great Divide Nasunova in an a t

front The Dolls House Carlotta Niel
son in an act from The Three of Us
B H Sothern In a scene from Hamlet
David WarfteU in a scene from The
Music Master the Spanish dancers from
The Rose of the Rancbo imitations by

Cecilia Lotus a recitation by Mrs Ftok
Mary Antonys oration by the benef-
iciary and other often by Henry Milkr
and others

Remittances for seats and boxes have
beta received tress a number of old play-
goers qot hardly any asatetanee has been
received from the South ta aid of toe old
Confederate veteran

FRED V SUtftAUKK

SLIM HANDS WONT DO-

A Magician Have Hands That
Arc JsnIistKiitlal-

Kellar the magician has hands that
are broad and thick and the lagers
are short Talking with hits recently he

The public thinks a conjurer should
have hands like a ptekpockefsloog and
slender How could the feats of palming
be done with thin hands The most
skilled man with a pack of cards I haw

seen is Pat Sheedy who has hands
like hams He could not do a stage per
fonnance with credit but at the table
well he IF too fast for me to keep track
of Pat once said to me Kellar you
one advantage of me The greater be-
comes your reputation the more money
you make The greater becomes my repu-
tation the less I make

My levitation act and my new mys-
tery he continued can be done in open
space If you were traveling in a

country with your mind prepared tu
witness trance things and saw thes
feats done for the Stat time to the ac-
companiment of weird barbaric incant
tion with Oriental settings would you
not have balrralsing tales to tell of the
magic of the Hindus America to as

ahead In conjuring as our scientists
are ahead of the most teamed priests of
that country

Writes Own Song
Joseph Hortis the singer who was at

the Majestic last week In the title role
of Our Friend has a tenor voice
of exceptional sweetness He began his
career in the ranks of minstrelsy

the principal tenor the Dumont
Minstrels of Philadelphia for ten years
During the summer he used to take out
his own company for a short tour Man-
ager A H Woods ever on the lookout
for something good thought that In Mr
Hortis he had found a singer who would
be a genuine successor to the late J K
Emmett Mr Hortte first came into
prominence through his composition

When the Band Is Playing Dixie Tin
Staging Home Sweet Home He writes
all the soup he sings during the per-
formance

After Additional Attractions
Manager Raptey of the New National

Theater leaves for New York Tuesday-
to close contracts for the last few weeks
of the season at his playhouse
Hypocrites and Oiga Ncthersote are
among tile Important attractions he wants
to secure for presentation at his house
before the end of the season

WIry Dune Waves Her hands

Apropos of that a great admirer of
Dose who recently saw her Bertti
teHs me she to tremendously changed in
the past few years not only in appear-
ance but methods He says the last
time he saw her she contrary to her old
habit was more profuse in gesture than
any rural Italian continual
waving of her hands most disturb-
ing to him He could not understand it
until happening to mention It to a friend
of the actress the friend rose took down-
a copy of DAnnurwJos La Giacottdn
opened it at the title page and read the
dedication Per Eleanor Dues alle
belle maul to Eteanora Dues of the
beautiful hands

YOU see he explained DAnnontio
probably raved over her hands in the
days of H Fuoco and told her that
such hands should be seen and as a
result site has taken to the habit of wav-
ing them so that they can bo sam True
but
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